THE GRYPHON POSEIDON REFERENCE STANDARD SYSTEM




Gryphon Poseidon
Reference Standard
Loudspeaker System
Poseidon.| God| who holds @ominion

over | the| seas land earthquakes in
Grieek mythology

Features
*Four-way twin-tower Ioudspea
*Constant Phase crossover for
fect phgse at all frequencies at
times - !
*System response 16 - 40,000
+/- 3. dB (depending on Q settlng
and room size)
*Separate active crossover netwe
for each channel isolated in bas
tower
*Remote control for Q setting, B
Level and Low Cut
*Time-aligned front baffle curvat
for identical arrival time from all
vers at l|'h1eflistening position
*34 customized, extensively mod
Danish drive units
*Special (cone surround terminati
to eliminate edge reflections
*Symmetrical er_tiLaI driver array
ideal point source presentation
*Eight 8" bass drivers.for extreme
-speeq and precision with massive
displacement 1

| | *Custom designed Gryphon'bass

| towen amplifiers capable of deliveri

| 1000 Watts Gontinuously (4 6hms)

*Integrated |Linkwitz-Greiner Q

Controller with preset and ¢

i settings for i_de'al low frequengy inte

| gr tiqn ) an' room

Crossover nety jork p're -biasedifrom
| |the bass module! |

*Triple-magnet bass/midrange driver
motor system for maximum force
and precise focus

*Scan Speak Revelator ring radiator
high frequency driver in specially
developed 1 kg. Gryphon aluminum
housing

*Four sealed enclosures with exten-
sive internal bracing

*Combination of pure wool and syn-
thetic interior damping materials
*Stylish string grille for driver protec-
tion

, *Virtually unlimited custom finish

{ options

A *Designed and built in Denmark

2 Designs had long been firmly esta-
blished as a major international play-
r with a range of amplification com-
iHponents and CD players widely re-
rgarded as among the very best in the
soteric world of High End audio.
ryphon innovations include the
‘Wworld's first single-chassis CD player
With onboard upsampling, critical
%ystem enhancements such as the
icclaimed Exorcist system demagne-
r, and, of course, beautifully fin-
ed amplifiers that steadily advance
e state of the art in build quality and
onic performance.
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-
z[;ﬁ/ing earned a global reputation for
ngpassed excellence in amplifica-
m and in digital source compo-
its, it was a natural evolutionary
to broaden our scope and
the uncompromising Gryphon
8-no-prisoners approach to the
I:iink in the audio chain, the loud-

L

acclaimed stand-mounted  Cantata
was designed for more. size=sensitive
installations and paved the way for'the.
Gryphon Poseidon Reference system.

While Cantata’is for those times when
size matters, the Poseidon is the ulti-
mate Statement from! ryphoq!ﬁihnder
and CEO Flemmlng - Rasmussen,
the ' definitive full-range syslem to be
partnered with'equipment and a room
truly worthy of such a'loudspeaker. " 4 1

Lavishly built by even: «the‘ﬂbst- s
uncompromising 'I-ngh..‘End standards,
the exquisitely finished Gryphon
Poseidon offers’ expressive musical
communication and a gripping sensa-

tion of involvement in the performance .

as it unfolds before you.

Because Poseidon' employs a large
number of smaller, heavily modified
drive units instead of a few larger dri-
vers, the Gryphon, system' delivers
faster, cleaner response. *Shatlng the
work between 34 drivers ensures a
level of dynamic headroom and accu-
racy that sets new standards as its
projects a focused image whether
from an intimate ensemble or the ela-
boratély interwoven textures of a full
orchestra. ’\

b Y
15 Yeats in the Making " \\h 3 e
The deVelopment and, in particular
the actual production of Cantata with
its innumerable tailor-made compo-

Gryphon valuable experi-



As was once the norm in the High
End, Gryphon is still run by enthus-
iasts able and willing to take risks and
push back boundaries out of sheer
curiosity as to what awaits them in
the uncharted territories where no
one has gone before in order to make
our products the best that they can
be.

For loudspeakers, the essential defi-
nition of "the best that they can be"
can easily be summed up in a single
statement: "All drivers must be in
phase at all times at all frequencies."
The hard part is making that happen
in a real room with a real loudspeak-
er.

Initially on a strictly informal basis, an
in-depth exploration was undertaken
that would take full advantage of
Gryphon's assembled expertise and
extensive experience in design and
manufacturing to transform this theo-
retical ideal into real-world products
with scant regard for such details as
pricing, parts availability, prevailing
attitudes and preconceived notions.

Based on Rasmussen's clearly de-
fined conceptual and physical frame-
work, he and the Gryphon design
team set about the daunting task of
translating theory into workable, prac-
tical solutions.

The Perfect Driver

The first step was to acknowledge
that the greatest challenge facing
loudspeaker designers is the simple
fact that conventional dynamic drive
units are by nature fundamentally

flawed and compromised. For the
same reasons that no one ever built
a Formula One racing car from stock
parts, Gryphon could not build a
Formula One loudspeaker from ex-
isting components.

Every aspect of driver design,
assembly and function was tho-
roughly investigated without preju-
dice and with scant respect for re-
ceived wisdom. The end result was
drive units with extremely low Q,
high power handling, no dynamic
compression and a linear pistonic
range that pushed back the limits of
driver design.

In order to live up to the uncompro-
mising design goal of perfect phase
all the time at all frequencies, the
enclosure incorporated a concave

curved front to form a direct angled,
time-aligned system with identical dis-
tance from the listener to the acoustic
center of each driver.

Gone were the sluggishness and
"whitewashed" uniformity typical of
loudspeakers with complex cross-
overs where most of the components
are dedicated to the thankless task of
compensating for the basic imperfec-
tions of inferior drivers. In such speak-
ers, the crossover becomes a virtual
"black hole," sucking up energy in-
stead of conveying it to the drivers, re-
sulting in a superficially neat and tidy
musical presentation that quickly
becomes tedious and uninspiring.

The finished Gryphon loudspeaker
can only be described as an open
window, utterly transparent to the ori-
ginal recorded event with equally
remarkable dynamic headroom that
re-creates the true power and full
weight of live music, both in details
such as a drum rimshot and in the
effortless expansion of an orchestral
crescendo in a large-scale symphonic
piece.

An Idea Whose Time Has Come
However, Rasmussen decided not to
pursue it as a commercial venture,
using the constantly evolving loud-
speakers only as a valued tool in the
company's electronics development
work. The decision was based on the
fact that the many hand-tweaked,
non-standard components made it a
slow, expensive and exceedingly
complex system to build.






